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THANK YOU OTSEGO RESIDENTS!
THE NEW FIRE TRUCK HAS ARRIVEDg

On Thursday, February 19th, 2015, Otsego Fire
Department took delivery of the much anticipated
new pumper, Engine 13. This new Engine, fund-
ed jointly with Otsego Township replaces a 21
year old Engine. The next several weeks will be
spent transferring over and mounting equipment
on the truck as well as training our Firefighters
on operation of the truck. Once fully in service,
this truck will be the primary Engine on all types
of fire responses in the City and Township.

ELECTION NEWS
MAY 5, 2015

The polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and remain open until
8:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 5, 2015, for a Special State
Election. Ballot wording will be available at City Hall.

NEW - If you wish to obtain an Absentee Voter Ballot,
you will have to provide Photo ID when picking up the
ballot at City Hall. Photo ID is not required if your Ab-
sentee Ballot is mailed to you.

In order to expedite the process at the polls, please
check prior to election day to make sure that you are a
registered voter of the City of Otsego. PLEASE HAVE
YOUR PHOTO ID READY AT THE POLLS!

You may call Angela Cronen, City Clerk, at 692-
3391 to check on your voter registration status.

WINTER PARKING RULES REMAIN IN EFFECT

Parking is PROHIBITED on any public
street in the City of Otsego from 2:00 a.m.
to 5:00 a.m., during the months of
November through April in order to
facilitate snow removal.

Violators will be ticketed.

of Otsego

TRANSFER STATION COUPONS

Coupons will continue to be distributed during the
months of March, April, and May. City residents will

be entitled to dispose of one load of trash/rubbish
(no larger than a pick-up truck can hold) free of
charge. Household garbage is NOT accepted at
the Transfer Station. Please remember, this ser-
vice is for Otsego City Residents only. In order to
take advantage of this service, pick up your coupon
at City Hall when you pay your utility bill. One cou-
pon will be issued per address, per year. City resi-
dents who do not pay their own water bills may
bring proof of address within the City limits to City
Hall to receive a coupon. The Transfer Station is
open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from
9:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and from 1:00 p.m. to 3:45
p.m. For further details or questions, please call
City Hall.

PLEASE DO NOT STOP
RUNNING YOUR WATER

WHEN TEMPERATURES RISE N0

PLEASE CALL City Hall before you

stop running your water. We are having many ser-
vices freeze up, because people are not continuing
to keep their water running. Notification will be post-
ed in the Shopper’s Guide, on the City’s Website &
Facebook Page, when the City has cleared the
need to run your water. If you see any discolora-
tion, PLEASE start running your water immediately
and contact City Hall. Your bill will not be credited
unless you contact City Hall. Thank you for your
cooperation.

City Hall Will Be Closed Friday, April 3 & Monday, May 25, 2015



MAIN STREET MICHIGAN

Mark Your Calendars! The Three Hour Tour Just Got Longer!

Downtown Otsego and Downtown Allegan are joining forces to
offer a Two-Town Poker Crawl (an expansion of our original 3-Hour Tour). On April 24", you'll have the
option of touring just Otsego pubs and restaurants, OR purchasing a two-town ticket that will put you

aboard a Trolley to visit downtown Allegan watering holes as well. Tickets will be available soon and are

limited. Visit otsegomainstreet.org soon to purchase your ticket.

SAVE THE DATE!
GUS MACKER - AMERIcA’S ORIGINAL 3 ON 3 BASKETBALL

1S CoOMING TO OTSEGO - AuUugUST 29TH & 30TH, 2015.

REGISTER YOUR TEAM ON-LINE AT WWW.MACKER.COM

Fire Department News

HOW CAN YOU HELP THE FIRE DEPARTMENT?

- Otsego Fire Department runs on over 700 calls a year, with approximately 80% of
the calls being related to medical emergencies. Otsego Firefighters are licensed
at the Medical First Responder (MFR) Level. For the Otsego Fire Department to
be licensed at the State level or higher, firefighters are required to have approxi-
mately 70 hours of training. After passing their MFR class they have to take a National Registry Ex-
am, perform hands-on training and pass the class by at least 70%.

The Otsego Fire Department can often arrive on scene before area EMS agencies in the City and

Township. To assist the First Responders and EMS staff upon arrival, please have available the fol-
lowing items:
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EMERGENCY
PLANNING

+ List of Medications
+ List of any Allergies
+ Medical History and List of any Surgeries

+ Emergency Contact Person

+ DNR Papers (Do Not Resuscitate Papers)

OTHER WAYS TO ASSIST THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

‘? = Remember to please shovel out the fire hydrants around your house
"~ and clear a path to front door.




2015 Property Assessments

By, Matthew Storbeck, Finance Director

Property owners will receive their 2015 Assessment Notices during the first week of
March. This notice will include the 2015 Assessed Value (AV), State Equalized Value
(SEV), Taxable Value (TV) and classification for the property. AV is the amount the City
Assessor calculates to be one-half of the fair market value of the property based upon
construction, square footage and sales studies of similar properties. SEV is the State of
Michigan’s belief of one-half of the fair market value of the property after applying a fac-
tor to all properties within a class (residential, commercial, etc.). To my knowledge, the
City has not ever received a factor from the State of Michigan.

Over the past year residential properties experienced an overall market value increase
of 4.08 percent. Commercial properties decreased in value 7.08 percent overall.
Changes in market value affect both the AV and SEV. The 2014 Inflation Rate Multipli-
er is 1.6 percent, which will be used to calculate the change in TV. TV, the value that
determines property taxes, cannot increase more than the inflation rate, as determined
by the Michigan Department of Treasury, or 5 percent, whichever is less, until there is a
change in ownership of the property.

Also, please examine the assessment notice to verify the Principle Residence Exemp-
tion (PRE). This value used to be called the “Homestead Exemption” but was often
confused with the state income tax exemption referred to by the same name. The PRE
percentage is that part of a property occupied by the owner. If the property is a multiple
residence or combined with commercial, the PRE should be the percentage of the total
square footage occupied by the owner as their residence. This PRE percentage reflects
the amount the property is exempt from the 18 mill public school operating millage for
2015.

Protest to the Board of Review is necessary to protect your right to further appeals to
the Michigan Tax Tribunal for valuation and exemption appeals and/or the State Tax
Commission for classification appeals. Properties classified Commercial Real, Industri-
al Real or Developmental Real may be appealed to the regular March Board of Review
or to the Michigan Tax Tribunal prior to May 31. Commercial Personal, Industrial Per-
sonal, or Utility Personal Property may be appealed to the regular March Board of Re-
view or to the Michigan Tax Tribunal prior to May 31, if a personal property statement
was filed with the local unit prior to the commencement of the Board of Review as pro-
vided by M.C.L. 211.19.

The Board of Review will meet Tuesday, March 10, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. until noon, and
1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m., Thursday, March 12, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., and
Saturday, March 14, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. until noon at the Otsego City Hall, 117 East
Orleans Street, Otsego, Michigan. The Board will also meet Tuesday, March 3, 2015 at
8:30 a.m. for organizational purposes only. Please call (269) 692-3391 to schedule an
appointment. You may also mail your protest to City Hall, but they must be received by
Friday, March 13, 2015.



City Manager’s View

ALLEGAN STREET BEAUTIFICATION
AND IMPROVEMENTS

> By this time next year, downtown Otsego will have a brand new look. What is in-
City Manager cluded in the this brand new look is still not fully determined, but no matter what is
Thad Beard done, it will be an improvement.

What is fairly Certain:

QTR

New road surface: The Michi-
gan Department of Transporta-
tion will remove about two inches
(2”) of asphalt and replace that
with a new course of asphalt, -
with new Strlplng This alone B ] 3 i . % {TIIIITHTTI!
greatly improves the appearance

of the road surface, besides mak-

ing the driving surface new and

smooth.

T
T

Replacing old brick pavers: The City will be pulling all of the old brick pavers and replacing them with
new concrete which will be colored and stamped to create a much more aesthetically appealing walking
area in front of the store fronts. The stamped concrete will also eliminate the trip hazards which occur from
the bricks settling unevenly and the constant battle with weeds which grow between the pavers. During the
process, the City will redistribute the location of the trees, so they do not block store entrances or signs.
Conduit will also be put in place for future cable, electric or other digital needs in the downtown.

What is still being Considered:

“Bumpouts” at the intersections: The bumpouts extend the pedestrian area into the street area, reduc-
ing the distance required for a pedestrian to cross the street. The bumpouts require the reduction of the
number of lanes from five (5) to three (3) and a traffic study (including modeling) has already been done to
determine the benefits and potential delays in traffic flow this may have. In short, the benefits include pe-
destrian safety, slowed traffic, greater turning radius for trucks or buses. The greatest potential negative
impact is the potential of a vehicle taking an additional nine (9) seconds to clear the intersection.

The Allegan / Farmer Street Intersection Averages 8.8 Accidents a Year

Turn Lane Through the City: Also under consideration is the possibility of extending the turn lane, from
Dix Street to North Street. The extension of the turn lane requires the reduction of the number of lanes from
four (4) to three (3) and a traffic study is being conducted in order to determine the effects it will have on
traffic flow. It is assumed that turn lane will greatly improve the safety of vehicles attempting to turn left off
of Allegan Street, reducing the number of “rear end” accidents.

Improved Traffic Signal: A new traffic signal, which includes a pedestrian push button activation is also
being considered. Once the button is pushed, it changes the time in which the light cycles, allowing more
time to cross the street, than if it is not activated.

Reverse Angle Parking: Finally, the idea angle parking is being considered to increase the number of
parking spot “on street”. The only angle parking allowed on a State Highway is reverse angle parking. If
this is done, it will include wider than typical angle parking spots and “double” stripped parking spots, in
order make the parking easier to navigate.

A TRIAL PERIOD OF THE ROAD DIET WILL BE DONE IN THE SPRING TO MONITOR REAL LIFE
IMPACTS BEFORE A FINAL DETERMINATION IS MADE

NEXT TRAFFIC CALMING MEETING—APRIL 15, 2015
10:00 A.M. CITY HALL




SALE - 1/2 Priced

CITY LOTS FOR SALE
The City of Otsego has several lots M\

remaining in the improved Eley

Acres Residential Subdivision. Choice single
family residential home sites are for sale in this
restricted plat. r additional information please
contact the City Clerk’s Office, 692-3391.

-

HYDRANT FLUSHING
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
(Due to the Weather Conditions)

\ The City of Otsego Water Department will flush all
fire hydrants April 20 through May 1. This is done to
remove any stale water that may be in the system

and ensure that the fire hydrants are working properly. You

may experience some reduced pressure and discoloration dur-
ing this process. If discoloration occurs, let your water run until
it clears. Please Note - Updates will be posted on our Face-
book Page, the City’s Website, and in the Shopper’s Guide.

Welcome Ryan Wheeler

Otsego Main Street Website: otsegomainstreet.org
Visit the Otsego Main Street Facebook Page

LOVE

OTSEGO

City of Otsego Website: cityofotsego.org
Visit the City of Otsego on Facebook

Police Chief, Gordon Konkle

| had hoped by the time | was writing
this, something less like winter would be
around us. Unfortunately with this year,
much like last, winter seems to be hang-
ing on as long as it can. | guess the
good part is that we all are accustomed
to winter driving now so | don’t need to
warn anyone about the surprises snow
and ice brings while we are trying to get
used to the first few drives in the ele-
ments. So hang in there, by looking at
the calendar spring is just a few short
weeks away when we can put all this
snow and cold behind us until next win-
ter.

This time of year, | have to prepare all
kinds of statistics to report to both the
Michigan State Police and the FBI on
our crime rates so that they can be in-
cluded in a report generated by the FBI
covering crime in America. While most
of their reports are merely numbers that
are hard to understand, | thought it
might be helpful if | provided some infor-
mation here on our Annual Report for
the Otsego Police Department in 2014.

Since 2010, our calls for services has
steadily increased until this year when

Ryan was hired on September 1, 2014, as the
newest employee at the Waste Water Treatment
Plant. Ryan is married and has two children ages
11 and 4. Ryan is a 1998 graduate of Allegan
High School. After graduation he moved to the
Otsego area. Welcome Ryan!

GARAGE SALES

Don’t forget to obtain
your garage/yard sale
permit before having a
sale. Cost of the permit
is $1.00 and may be
obtained at the City
Clerk’s Office. Each

residence is permitted two sales per
year with a maximum duration of
three days each.

POLICE BEAT

we seemed to have leveled out at 4,313
complaints down from 4,339 in 2013. It is
important to note that while this is a lot of
calls, it includes all complaints from the
most serious crimes to minor ordinance
violations such as barking dogs or tall
grass complaints. Our complaints involv-
ing serious assaultive type crimes (rape,
robbery, aggravated assault) are ex-
tremely low making our community a
very safe environment to live and raise a
family. We also work hard at the quality
of life issues that can be so upsetting.
When citizens are forced to live with a
problem next door caused by any num-
ber of issues from junk cars, continual
noise, trash, or barking/vicious dogs it is
hard to feel happy and safe in your own
home. We do our best to solve these
problems so that everyone can enjoy
their homes, lives, neighborhood, and
community.

With having a State Trunk line (M-89)
running through the middle of town it is
important that we enforce the traffic laws
for the safety of all concerned. This
made up another big portion of our calls
for service. Traffic stops have resulted in
cases for driving while intoxicated, driv-
ing with a suspended license, drug pos-
session, and numerous warrant arrests
found while running people during the
traffic stop. Our Officers issued 625 tick-
ets during the 1,928 traffic stops made
during the year, with 44% of our arrests
made for traffic violations.

There were a total of 318 people arrest-
ed during the year and below | have
listed a breakdown of our arrests made
during 2014:
¢ Traffic Offenses-31%
¢ Warrant Arrests- 29%
Driving While Intoxicated-13%
Assaults-7%
Drug Offenses-6%
Larcenies-2%
Ordinance Violations-2%

¢ Disorderly Persons-1%

¢ Miscellaneous Others-9%.

This is just a snapshot of our activities
during 2014, if you have questions or
would like other particular statistics not
mentioned, please feel free to contact




CITY OF OTSEGO CALENDAR

MARCH, 2015

2 CITY COMMISSION

2 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

3 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

5 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

8 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS

9 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
16 CITY COMMISSION

16 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

23 PLANNING COMMISSION

APRIL, 2015

2 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

3 CITY HALL CLOSED

6 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

6 CITY COMMISSION

7 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

13 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
20 CITY COMMISSION

20 CURBSIDE RECYCLE DAY

27 PLANNING COMMISSION

MAY, 2015

4 CITY COMMISSION

4 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

5 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

7 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

11 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
18 CITY COMMISSION

18 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

25 CITY HALL CLOSED
26 PLANNING COMMISSION

JUNE, 2015

1 CITY COMMISSION

1 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

2 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

4 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

8 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
15 CITY COMMISSION

15 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

22 PLANNING COMMISSION

JULY, 2015

2 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

3 CITY HALL CLOSED

6 CITY COMMISSION

6 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

7 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

13 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
20 CITY COMMISSION

20 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

27 PLANNING COMMISSION

AUGUST, 2015

3 CITY COMMISSION

3 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

4 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

6 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

10 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
17 CITY COMMISSION

17 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

24 PLANNING COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER, 2015

3 CITY TRASH PICK-UP DAY

7 CITY HALL CLOSED

8 CITY COMMISSION

8 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

8 CITY BRUSH PICK-UP DAY

14 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
21 CITY COMMISSION

21 CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAY

28 PLANNING COMMISSION
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/ CITY CONTACTS \

Police & Fire Emergency............. 911
Fire Non-Emergency.......... 694-4390
Police Non-Emergency....... 692-6111
Chief of Police................... 692-6111
City Manager .................... 694-6146
City Clerk .....covviviieiinnnne. 692-3391
Finance Director ............... 692-2741
Main Street Office.............. 692-2336
Dept. Public Works ............ 694-6636
Treatment Plant................. 694-9194

ersite: www.cityofotsego.oy
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CITY OF OTSEGO

Tom Gilmer.......cccoovcviiiiiiiinnnn, Mayor
Kathy Misner................. Mayor Pro-Tem
Matt Shankle................... Commissioner
Ryan Wieber................... Commissioner
Cyndi Trobeck................. Commissioner
Thad Beard...................... City Manager
Angela Cronen...................... City Clerk
Mike Bosch.................. DPW Supervisor
Tom Dunn.......... WWTP Superintendent
Gordon Konkle............... Chief of Police
Matthew Storbeck.................. Treasurer
Brandon Weber..................... Fire Chief
Kevin Harris.............cccooeeine Assessor

Molly Wieber......... Main Street Manager
117 East Orleans Street

Otsego MI 49078
269-692-3391
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